| say NO to
#WeaponsOfWar.

’_CAMPAIGN AGAINST ASSAULT WEAPONS |

February 5, 2021
Dear Members of the Florida Legislature:

We are members of the Campaign Against Assault Weapons in support of Florida Coalition to Prevent Gun
Violence, LWV of Florida, The Campaign to Keep Guns Off Campus, and Ban Assault Weapons Now efforts to
pass SB 370 & HB 653 to ban assault weapons and high capacity magazines in Florida.

Too many Americans have been senselessly gunned down in public spaces in towns and cities in Florida. With
easy access to military-style semi-automatic assault weapons and high capacity ammunition magazines, too
many individuals have turned our schools, malls, concerts, movie theaters, stores, restaurants, nightclubs, food
festivals, streets, workplaces, and places of worship into war zones filled with terror, devastation, and terrible
loss.

Military-style semi-automatic assault weapons are designed to efficiently kill as many people as possible in the
shortest amount of time available.

e On July 20, 2012, a 24-year-old white male killed 12 people and injured 70 others (58 from gunfire) with
assault weapons and high capacity magazines inside a Century 16 movie theater in Aurora, Colorado.

e On December 14, 2012, a 20-year-old white male killed 26 children and educators with an AR-15 and
high capacity magazines in less than five minutes at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut.

e On December 2, 2015, a homegrown extremist couple killed 14 people and 22 others with assault
weapons and high capacity magazines in an attack at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino,
California.

e On June 12, 2016, a 29-year-old security guard, killed 49 people and injured 53 others with an assault
weapon and high capacity magazines in an attack targeting LGBTQI community inside the Pulse
Nightclub in Orlando, Florida.



e On June 3, 2017, gunmen armed with AK-47s trafficked illegally into Mexico killed 6 people and
wounded 22 others at Chicho’s Bar in Chihuahua city in northern Mexico.

e On October 1, 2017, a 64-year-old white male killed 58 people and wounded 851 (422 by gunfire) with
an AR-15, bump stocks, and high capacity magazines at the Route 91 Harvest Music Festival in Las
Vegas, Nevada.

e On November 5, 2017, a 26-year-old white male, with domestic violence history and dismissed from the
U.S. Air Force, killed 26 people (including an unborn baby) and wounded 20 others with an assault
weapon and high capacity magazines inside the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas.

e On February 14, 2018, a 19-year-old white male killed 17 students and educators and injured 17 others
with an AR-15 and high capacity magazines at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida.

e On April 22, 2018, a 29-year-old male killed 4 people and injured 2 others with an AR-15 and high
capacity magazines at the Waffle House in Nashville, Tennessee.

e On October 27, 2018, a 46-year-old anti-Semitic white male killed 11 people and injured six others with
an assault weapon and high capacity magazines at the Tree of Life Synagogue in the Squirrel Hill
neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

e On April 19 2019, unidentified gunmen killed 14 people, including an infant boy, and wounded three
others with AR-15s and AK47s illegally trafficked into Mexico, at a family party in Minatitlan, Veracruz in
Mexico.

e On May 31, 2019, a 40-year-old disgruntled city employee killed 12 people and injured 4 others fatally
with an assault weapon and high capacity magazines in a municipal building in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

e On June 18, 2019, a group of gunmen attacked a Mexican army patrol and killed 4 people and
wounded 10 others using AK-47s illegally trafficked into Mexico, in Tlacotepec in the southern Mexican
state of Guerrero.

e On Sunday, July 28, 2019, a 19-year-old male killed 3 people and injured 13 others with an AK-47-type
assault rifle and high capacity magazines at the Gilroy Garlic Festival in Gilroy, California.

e On Saturday, August 3, 2019, a 21-year-old male with white supremacist ideation killed 22 people,
including eight Mexican citizens, and injured 24 others with an AK-47-style assault rifle, high capacity
magazines and 8M3 ammunition in Walmart in El Paso, Texas.

e On Saturday, August 3, 2019, a 24-year-old male killed 9 people and injured 31 others with a legally
purchased .223-caliber rifle and 100-round drum magazines in 24 seconds outside a nightclub at a
nightlife district in downtown Dayton, Ohio.

Recently, the FBI has deemed far-right extremism as the deadliest domestic terror threat facing the United
States. In many states, extremists are using assault weapons to intimidate lawmakers and the civilian
population. If the insurrectionists involved in the violent takeover of the Capitol Building on January 6, 2021
brought their assault weapons to D.C., the number of deaths and injuries would have been much greater.
Thankfully, assault weapons are banned in Washington, D.C.



https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-definitions-terminology-methodology.pdf/view
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-definitions-terminology-methodology.pdf/view

There is absolutely no reason for weapons of war—assault rifles, assault pistols, and assault shotguns—to be
sold on the civilian market. It's time for Florida to join California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and the District of Columbia to pass SB 370 & HB 653 to ban civilian
ownership of weapons of war.

In 2004, Congress and President Bush failed to reauthorize and strengthen the 1994 federal assault weapons
ban which enabled their use in Aurora, Sandy Hook, San Bernardino, Orlando, Las Vegas, Sutherland Springs,
Parkland, Pittsburgh, Nashville, Thousand Oaks Gilroy, El Paso and Dayton. While we wait for Congress to
pass the federal legislation to ban weapons of war, we implore you to pass SB370 and HB 653 to prevent
another heartbreaking tragedy in Florida.

Thank you for your consideration.
Members of the Campaign Against Assault Weapons
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States United to Prevent Gun Violence
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HISTORY: CAMPAIGN AGAINST ASSAULT
WEAPONS

After the deadly mass shootings in Aurora, Sandy Hook, San Bernardino, Orlando, Las Vegas, Sutherland
Springs, Parkland and Pittsburgh, we are saying NO to #WeaponsOfWar! We joined States United to

Prevent Gun Violence to establish a broad coalition of 290+ organizations, chapters and allies on a
#CampaignAgainstAssaultWeapons.

Louis Klarevas from University of Massachusetts at Boston who wrote “Rampage Nation” collected data
on every gun massacre — defined by him as six or more people shot and killed — for the 50 years before
2016. He found that 1) compared to the 10-year period before the ban, the number of gun massacres
during the assault weapons ban (1994-2004) period fell by 37 percent, and the number of people dying
from gun massacres fell by 43 percent 2) during the 10-year period (2004-2014) after the assault weapons
ban lapsed in 2004, there was 183 percent increase in massacres and a 239 percent increase in
massacre deaths.

Click HERE for more information on assault weapons from the Violence Policy Center.

SENATE: 116TH CONGRESS

Senator Diane Feinstein introduced S. 66 Assault Weapons Ban of 2019 legislation on January 9, 2019.
Click HERE to review the full text of the legislation.
Click HERE to review the fact sheet.

Senator Diane Feinstein has also created THIS RESOURCE GUIDE on her Assault Weapons Ban
legislation.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 116TH CONGRESS

Representative David Cicilline introduced the companion bill H.R.1296 on February 15, 2019. The bill had
216 cosponsors including one Republican.

Click HERE to review the full text of the legislation.


https://ceasefireusa.org/
https://ceasefireusa.org/
https://ceasefireusa.org/
http://vpc.org/regulating-the-gun-industry/assault-weapons/
http://vpc.org/regulating-the-gun-industry/assault-weapons/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/66?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S66%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1&fbclid=IwAR3IyRSJDISmfl7RDV38UiTX4VV8RJdxN6nLCF8QPbcr1Wgbj6YYRF3IjyQ
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/66?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S66%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1&fbclid=IwAR3IyRSJDISmfl7RDV38UiTX4VV8RJdxN6nLCF8QPbcr1Wgbj6YYRF3IjyQ
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/AWB-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/AWB-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/Assault-Weapons-Ban-2017-Booklet-kgbz.pdf
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/Assault-Weapons-Ban-2017-Booklet-kgbz.pdf
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/Assault-Weapons-Ban-of-2019_xml.pdf
https://www.newtownactionalliance.org/s/Assault-Weapons-Ban-of-2019_xml.pdf

